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2021 Meeting/Event Dates
Meeting: Wednesday, November 17
6:30p.m.
Pizza for dinner at the
home of Jan Eichensehr
Meeting/Event Dates

November 17
December TBA

Nov/Dec 2021

November Meeting Agenda
includes:
Fall Specialty “Wrap Up”
and Election of Officers for
2022-23.

(Slate published in this
newsletter)

Inside This Issue:
1. Meeting Dates; COLRC Specialty Set up
2. Down ‘N Backs; Election Information
3. My Dog Has Cancer: What Do I Need to
Know?
6. General Information

Check out Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club
on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/575516432535825/

*** Fall COLRC Specialty SET
UP is 11 a.m. in the Arts &
Crafts Building at
the Delaware County
Fairgrounds.

“Many hands make light
work.” - John Heywood ***

Down ‘n Backs

GCH ClearCreek Second to None
Huron River LRC
10/1/21
JAM
Owner: Jennifer Stotts
GCH ClearCreek Second to None
Huron River LRC designated specialty
10/2/21
BOS
Owner: Jennifer Stotts
GCH ClearCreek Second to None
Monroe Kennel Club
10/3/21
Select Dog
Owner: Jennifer Stotts
Captain Nick’s Rogue Wave
Medina County CPE
10/3/21
4 qualifying Drag Race Runs towards
CPE Elite Title
Owner: Christine Nickerson

Captain Nick’s Ship’s Belle
Medina County CPE
10/3/21
4 qualifying Drag Race Runs
towards CPE Elite Title
Owner: Christine Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Ship’s Belle
Medina Swarm Agility
ASCA Agility
10/3/21
Rally Novice Q
2nd place
Owner: Christine Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Rogue Wave
Medina County CPE
10/23/21
Perfect Day
Qualified in 5 of 5 agility runs
2 first place and 2 second place
Owner: Christine Nickerson

November 17 Elections
Slate of Officers:
President: Sally Bell
Vice President: Lori Bentine
Treasurer: Linda Bednarski
Secretary: Brian Tipton

My Dog Has Cancer: What Do I Need to Know?
Any pet owner who has been told their animal has cancer knows the two emotions: anxiety for
the beloved pet’s life, and hope for an effective treatment.
“Many people consider their dogs and cats members of the family,” says Food and Drug
Administration veterinarian Lisa Troutman. “Just as the FDA reviews drugs for humans for
safety and effectiveness before they can go on the market, the agency does the same for
treatments for animals.”
Take, for instance, cancer, which accounts for almost half of the deaths of pets over 10 years of
age. Although pets of any age can have cancer, the longer they live, the greater the likelihood of
developing it. Dogs get cancer at roughly the same rate as humans.
“Pets are living longer because of preventative health care. And we’re able to diagnose cancers
earlier. As a result there is an increased need for better cancer treatments,” Troutman notes.
Until very recently, the only drugs available to treat cancer in animals were those approved for
use in humans. But in the last few years, veterinary drug sponsors (the pharmaceutical
companies developing the drugs) have brought to market treatments meant specifically for
animals.
Troutman explains that “The FDA works closely with these companies to discuss how they can
demonstrate that their innovative veterinary drugs are safe and effective, and to address
questions that arise while working toward approval of their drug.”

FDA Evaluates Safety and Effectiveness of Medicines
To evaluate the safety of any new veterinary drug, companies typically conduct a study in a
small number of healthy animals in the same species that the drug is intended for (for example,
if the drug is for dogs, it will be tried first in healthy dogs). The findings help the veterinarian
anticipate potential side effects when the drug is used to treat a patient and help minimize
adverse events that might affect the pet’s quality of life.

Companies also must show in controlled studies that the drug works—that it is effective when
used according to the label. For example, for a drug intended for a particular kind of cancer,
companies typically run a clinical trial at multiple animal hospitals where pets are being treated
for that cancer. In these studies, the patients may receive either the drug being studied or a
control. Although the owners and veterinarians are aware that their pets and patients could
receive either the experimental drug or the control — a placebo — they don’t know which
treatment they actually get. In either case, owners have the option to drop out of a study at any
time.
When the goal is to treat a form of cancer that affects smaller numbers of animals, drug
companies can use a pathway called conditional approval to bring drug treatments to market
more quickly. Conditional approval allows a company to make its drug available to patients after
proving the drug fully meets the FDA standard for safety, and showing that there is a reasonable
expectation that the drug is effective for the intended purpose.
“Often small exploratory studies are conducted to support a reasonable expectation of
effectiveness,” Troutman says.
Conditional approvals have both pros and cons. On the plus side, they allow veterinary drug
sponsors to provide patients quicker access to innovative treatments without waiting for the
development of "substantial evidence" of effectiveness that would satisfy the requirement for a
full approval.

“On the other hand, because the studies used to support a reasonable expectation of
effectiveness are small, the drugs may not turn out to be effective when they are used in
greater numbers of animals,” Troutman says.
The FDA may allow, through annual renewals, the conditionally-approved products to stay on
the market for up to five years while the company collects the remaining effectiveness data
required to support a new animal drug application for full approval. Conditional approval
automatically expires at the end of five years and the drug is removed from the market if the
company has not fully demonstrated that the drug is effective.

FDA-Approved Drugs for Cancer in Dogs
Troutman says that sponsors are continuing to develop innovative treatments for different types
of cancer in dogs.
“We’re looking at therapies that are more targeted now,” she says. Scientists are identifying
proteins or other substances unique to cancer cells and developing treatments that target those
substances without harming healthy cells.
Currently, three drugs are approved and another drug is conditionally approved to treat cancer
in dogs:
•

Palladia (toceranib phosphate), to treat mast cell tumors, was approved in 2009;

•

Stelfonta (tigilanol tiglate injection), to treat mast cell tumors, was approved in 2020;

•

Tanovea-CA1 (rabacfosadine for injection), to treat lymphoma, conditionally approved in
2016 and fully approved in 2021; and

•

Laverdia-CA1 (verdinexor tablets), to treat lymphoma, conditionally approved in 2021

To date, there are no FDA-approved treatments for cancer in cats. Most cancer treatments for
dogs and cats use drugs that the FDA has approved for use in humans.

What are the Warning Signs?
The warning signs of cancer in dogs are similar to those in people, Troutman says: a lump or
bump, a wound that doesn’t heal, any kind of swelling, abnormal bleeding. But generally, a pet
owner should keep an eye out for what Troutman calls “the basics —changes in the normal
functions of eating, drinking, peeing, pooping and sleeping —and contact their veterinarian if
they have concerns.
“Emotional state, such as being withdrawn and irritable, can be another sign,” she says.
Both general veterinary practitioners and veterinary oncologists, as well as other specialists,
treat cancer in cats and dogs. In general, veterinary practitioners work with veterinary
oncologists to provide the diagnosis and the follow-up care for the pet during treatment, which
may include blood work and imaging (such as x-rays or ultrasound examinations) to monitor the
animal’s progress.
There’s a fundamental difference between treating cancer in pets versus people. “Side effects
from cancer treatment are usually fewer than those seen in people, and veterinarians work very
hard to manage those side effects and maintain quality of life,” Troutman says. “There are even
drugs that have been brought to market with the intent of managing common side effects, like
vomiting or lack of appetite.”

Questions to Ask Your Veterinarian
Questions that pet owners may want to ask their veterinarian and veterinary oncologist when their pet
has been diagnosed with cancer include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What treatments are available?
What is the prognosis with each treatment?
What are the side effects of each treatment and how will they affect my pet’s quality of life?
How long will I need to treat my pet?
Will this treatment cure my pet's cancer? Will it make him more comfortable?
What is the cost of each treatment?
How many visits back to the veterinarian are needed?

Pet owners who want to investigate clinical trials for their animal can go to the American Veterinary
Medicine Association website.
Reprinted from FDA : Consumer Updates: My Dog Has Cancer: What Do I Need to Know?; https://
www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/my-dog-has-cancer-what-do-i-need-know

General COLRC Information
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of
the Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others
interested in the betterment of the sport and advancement of
cooperative communication within the Labrador community and
the dog fancy.
The articles and information contained in this publication have been deemed by the editor to be of
interest to our readers but do not necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or
COLRC members. Reader input is actively solicited.
Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to
newsletter@colrc.com . Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year. Closing for each
issue is the 20th day of the month prior to publication.
Dues are $25 annually for a single membership and $40 for a joint membership. Business cards
will be placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and nonmembers.
Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be
required to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during
the course of the year.
Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise
noted.
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