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November 4
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Midwest Canine Influenza
outbreak caused by new
strain of virus
April 12, 2015 By Joe Schwartz

ITHACA, N.Y. – The canine influenza outbreak
afflicting more than 1,000 dogs in Chicago and
other parts of the Midwest is caused by a
different strain of the virus than was earlier
assumed, according to laboratory scientists at
Cornell University and the University of
Wisconsin. Researchers at Cornell say results
from additional testing indicate that the outbreak
is being caused by a virus closely related to
Asian strains of influenza A H3N2 viruses,
currently in wide circulation in southern Chinese
and South Korean dog populations since being
identified in 2006. There is no evidence that it
can be transmitted to humans.
The outbreak in the Midwest had been
attributed to the H3N8 strain of virus, which was
identified in the U.S. dog population in 2004 and
has been circulating since. The H3N2 virus had
not been previously detected in North America.
The outbreak in Chicago suggests a recent
introduction of the H3N2 virus from Asia.
Testing of clinical samples from the outbreak
conducted at The New York State Animal
Diagnostic Laboratory at Cornell indicated that
the virus was Influenza A. Further testing led
researchers to believe a new strain was at fault.
Subsequent testing, carried out with the
assistance of the Wisconsin Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory, identified the new
subtype as H3N2. The National Veterinary
Services Laboratories in Ames, IA is
sequencing two isolates from this outbreak,
which were isolated at Cornell, to facilitate rapid
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Influenza continued

complete characterization of the viruses.
Both Influenza strains can cause high
fever, loss of appetite, coughing, nasal
discharge, and lethargy. Symptoms may
be more severe in cases caused by the
H3N2 virus. Some infected dogs may not
show symptoms at all.
H3N2 has caused infection and respiratory
illness in cats.

Veterinary professionals are advised that
diagnostic testing of samples from sick
pets can be done using a broadly targeted
Influenza A matrix reverse transciptasepolymerase chain reaction assay (RtPCR). The canine-specific Influenza A
H3N8 Rt-PCR in use in several
laboratories will not detect this virus.
Serology is also currently not available as
the H3N2 virus is different enough from
H3N8 that antibodies may not cross react.
However, an H3N2-specific serologic
assay is under development and will be
available soon.
It is not known if the current vaccine will
provide any protection from this new virus.
It does protect against H3N8, which is in
circulation in some areas. Other
preventive advice remains the same: In
areas where the viruses are active, avoid
places where dogs congregate, such as
dog parks and grooming salons.
Owners of symptomatic dogs and cats
should consult their veterinarians about
testing and treatment.

Reprinted with permission
Cornell University Media Relations Office;
http://
mediarelations.cornell.edu/2015/04/12/
midwest-canine-influenza-outbreakcaused-by-new-strain-of-virus/

FDA Warns of Illnesses and
Deaths in Pets Exposed to
Prescription Topical Pain
Medications Containing
Flurbiprofen
April 17, 2015
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is
alerting pet owners, veterinarians, health
care providers and pharmacists that pets
are at risk of illness and death when
exposed to topical pain medications
containing the nonsteroidal antiinflammatory drug (NSAID) flurbiprofen.
People using these medications, should
use care when applying them in a
household with pets, as even very small
amounts could be dangerous to these
animals.
The FDA has received reports of cats in
two households that became ill or died
after their owners used topical
medications containing flurbiprofen on
themselves to treat muscle, joint, or other
pain. The pet owners had applied the
cream or lotion to their own neck or feet,
and not directly to the pet, and it is not
known exactly how the cats became
exposed to the medication. The products
contained the NSAID flurbiprofen and the
muscle relaxer cyclobenzaprine, as well
as other varying active ingredients,
including baclofen, gabapentin, lidocaine,
or prilocaine.
Two cats in one household developed
kidney failure and recovered with
veterinary care. Two cats in a second
household developed signs that included
reluctance to eat, lethargy, vomiting,
melena (black, tarry, bloody stools),
anemia, and dilute urine. These two cats
died despite veterinary care. A third cat in
the second household also died after the
owner had stopped using the medication.
Veterinarians performed necropsies on
the three cats that died and found
evidence in the kidneys and intestines
that were consistent with NSAID toxicity.
Continued p. 3

Flurbiprofen continued

The FDA recommends that people who use topical medications containing flurbiprofen
take care to prevent their pets from being exposed to them, even in ways that may seem
unlikely to cause problems.
The FDA recommends that people who use topical medications containing flurbiprofen
take care to prevent their pets from being exposed to them, even in ways that may seem
unlikely to cause problems.


Store all medications safely out of the reach of pets.



Safely discard or clean any cloth or applicator that may retain medication and avoid
leaving any residues of the medication on clothing, carpeting or furniture.



Consult your health care provider on whether it is appropriate to cover the treated
area.



If you are using topical medications containing flurbiprofen and your pet becomes
exposed, bathe or clean your pet as thoroughly as possible and consult a
veterinarian.



If your pet shows signs such as lethargy, lack of appetite, vomiting, or other illness,
seek veterinary care for your pet and be sure to provide the details of the exposure.



Understand that, although the FDA has not received reports of dogs or other pets
becoming sick in relation to the use of topical pain medications containing flurbiprofen,
these animals may also be vulnerable to NSAID toxicity after being exposed to these
medications.

Veterinarians who have patients who show signs of NSAID toxicity should ask whether
anyone in the household has used topical pain medications containing flurbiprofen.
Health care providers who prescribe topical pain medications containing flurbiprofen and
pharmacists who fill these prescriptions should advise patients with pets to take care to
prevent exposure of the pet to the medication.
Pet owners and veterinarians can also report any adverse events to the FDA.

Issued by: FDA, Center for Veterinary Medicine
Communications Staff, HFV-12
7519 Standish Place
Rockville, MD 20855
http://www.fda.gov/animalveterinary/newsevents/cvmupdates/ucm443333.htm

Down ‘n Back

BISS CH Tremont's Foo Man Chu
Best in Sweeps Veteran
Potomac LRC
Owners: Lori & John Bentine

BISS CH Tremont's Foo Man Chu
LRC 2nd Veterans
Potomac LRC
Owners: Lori & John Bentine

Inselheim's River Runner at
Tremont
1st 15-18 mos. Sweeps
Potomac LRC
Owners: Lori & John Bentine

Inselheim's River Runner at
Tremont
2nd 15-18 mos.
Potomac LRC
Owners: Lori & John Bentine

Litter Listings
UKC BISS Ch. Stormy C's Truffle
Shuffle x Captain Nick’s
Compass Rose CD BN RA CGC
Chocolates whelped: 3/25/15
3 males / 1 female
contact: Christine Nickerson
christine@captainnickslabs.com
440-238-9378
www.captainnickslabs.com
Daytime webcam at
http://ustre.am/1n38q

Captain Nick’s Winch Grinder
CD, RA CA NA CGC CPE-CL3 x
UKC Ch. Captain Nick’s Tiller
Towards Trouble CGC
Chocolates whelped: 4/3/15
4 males / 1 female
contact: Christine Nickerson
christine@captainnickslabs.com
440-238-9378
www.captainnickslabs.com
Daytime webcame at
http://ustre.am/1nb87

BISS CH Shalimar's the Animator
x Hunt Club Clayview Tremont's
Vanilla Sky
11-month-old yellow female House, lead
and crate trained
Contact: Lori Bentine - 614-579-3990

At this time, COLRC Unleashed! Does not require listing of
CERF or OFA information for Litter Box Listings. All breeders
are encouraged to have hips and eyes certified on all breeding
stock and to provide this information in litter listings. COLRC
Unleashed! does not represent any litter listing as meeting any
type of breeder’s code or standard. Ask the breeder when
inquiring about dogs listed

General COLRC Information
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the
Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the
betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative
communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy.
The articles and information contained in this publication have been
deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not
necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC
members. Reader input is actively solicited.
Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to
newsletter@colrc.com . Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year. Closing for each issue is
the 20th day of the month prior to publication.
Dues are $30 annually for a single membership and $50 for a joint membership. Business cards will be
placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members.
Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required
to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of
the year.
Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise
noted.
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