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Next Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 4, 2012
Time: 6:30
Location:
TBA
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I used to look at my dog and think, “If you were
a little smarter, you could tell me what you’re
thinking,” and he’d look at me like he was
saying, “If you were a little smarter, I wouldn’t
have to.”
- Fred Jungclau

COLRC Health Clinic
Meeting Dates
March 11 - Health Clinic
April 4
May 6 - Puppy Match
June 4
July 11
September 4
October 3
November 7

Sunday March 11
The clinic appointment times are starting to fill
up. If members want a set appointment, please
contact me as soon as possible. If you are
working and willing to just work your dogs in as
time permits, no need to schedule. I will be in
touch with those who volunteered to help
regarding a schedule.
Our first appointments are at 8 sharp!
Jennifer
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Blastomycoses: A Fungus Among Us
By Kim Marie Labak
Information Specialist
When your dog is coughing and has a fever, it could have pneumonia. Unbeknownst to
many, pneumonia is not caused only by bacteria and viruses it can also be caused by
fungi from the environment. Blastomyces dermatitidis, or "Blasto," is a disease-causing
fungus that can cause skin and respiratory infections in dogs, humans, and occasionally
cats. In some individuals it can spread to infect other organ systems.
Blasto is natural part of environment. According to Dr. Thomas Graves, veterinary
internist at the University of Illinois Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Urbana, it is very
common in acidic soils of the Midwest and central south. The fungus exists as a mold in
the environment and becomes a yeast at body temperature.
According to Dr. Karen Campbell, a veterinary internist and veterinary dermatologist at
the teaching hospital, animals can get infected only by direct contact with mold spores:
spores can be inhaled or enter through broken skin when a person or animal rolls in
contaminated soil. An infected animal cannot spread the disease, since the yeast form is
not contagious.
Signs of blasto infection depend on the body system infected. The three forms of
blastomycosis--cutaneous, respiratory, and disseminated--often occur at the same time.
Cutaneous infection appears as skin lesions, resulting from spores entering the skin
directly through a sore or cut or as part of a disseminated infection that originated in the
lungs. The lesions are very itchy and wet. Although these infections can stay contained,
according to Dr. Campbell, they can seriously damage nearby muscle and bone tissue if
untreated.
The most life-threatening (and most common) form of blasto is pneumonia, since
respiratory infection, if left untreated, can lead to severe inflammation of the lungs and
eventual death. As with other respiratory diseases, infected dogs often cough, lose their
appetite, become lethargic, and have difficulty breathing.
In some individuals, especially those with weakened immunity, the respiratory infection
can disseminate to the kidneys, eyes, or skin, and occasionally the spinal cord and brain.
Blastomycosis is very treatable with antifungal drugs, and improvement is usually seen
within a few days, but the treatment can take a long time (up to six months) and gets
expensive. Treatment is most effective when the disease is caught early, however, so
proper treatment requires proper diagnosis.
Dr. Graves explains that when an animal is misdiagnosed with a bacterial infection and
receives antibiotics, the fungal infection is allowed to progress, and by the time the animal
is properly diagnosed with blasto, it may be too late, especially in pneumonia cases.
He explains that the best way to diagnose blasto is to look for blastomyces organisms in
the body. Discharge from a skin wound can be swabbed, the trachea or lungs can be
rinsed with saline, or fluid from organs such as lymph nodes can be extracted with
needle; these fluids can be then examined under a microscope to identify blasto yeast
cells.
Blasto is more common in larger dogs, males, young dogs, and sporting and hunting
breeds. Dr. Campbell and Dr. Graves suspect that these correlations may be due to
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certain behaviors, since these dogs may spend more time outdoors, sniffing soil. Disease
signs may not show until 5 to 12 weeks after exposure to blasto.
While blasto infection is virtually impossible to prevent since the fungus is a natural part
of the environment--"You can't ask people to keep their dogs indoors all the time," says
Dr. Graves--blastomycosis can be overcome if diagnosed and treated early.
For more information about blastomycosis, consult your veterinarian.
Reprinted with permission
College of Veterinary Medicine - University of Illinois
http://vetmed.illinois.edu/petcolumns/petcols_article_page.php?PETCOLID=273&URL=0
Office of Public Engagement
2001 S. Lincoln Ave.
Urbana, Illinois 61802
Phone: 217/333-2907

Down n’ Backs
Captain Nick’s Beam Reach
Erie Kennel Club
1/28/2012
Winner’s Dog
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson

Captain Nick’s Sundel Sloop
Medina Swarm CPE Agility
1/28 & 29
Qualified 4 of 4 runs
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Jolly Roger
Medina Swarm CPE Agility
1/28 & 29
Qualified 6 of 8 runs
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Winch Grinder
Medina Swarm CPE Agility
1/28 & 29
Qualified 2of 2 runs
2 first places
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson

Captain Nick’s Winch Grinder
Toledo Kennel Club
2/10/12
Rally Advanced Obedience Title
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Beam Reach
Toledo Kennel Club
2/10/12
Rally Advanced Obedience First Leg
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson

Down ‘n Backs Continued

Captain Nick’s Sundel Sloop
Medina Swarm CPE Agility
2/18 & 19
Qualified 3 of 4 runs
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Jolly Roger
Medina Swarm CPE Agility
2/18 & 19
Qualified 3 of 5 runs
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson
Captain Nick’s Winch Grinder
Medina Swarm CPE Agility
2/18 & 19
Qualified 4o4 runs
3 first places New Title CL1-R
Owners: Christine & Paul Nickerson

Reminder: Newsletter Policy for
Litter Listings
Members wishing to utilize the Litter
Listing Column of the newsletter and
website will be required to pay $50 per
litter listing unless they have worked at
two of our three club events during the
course of the year.
The three club events are defined as the
health clinic in March, the puppy match in
May and the specialty in October. There
are many jobs to be completed before,
during and after each of these events.

General COLRC Information
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the
Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the
betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative
communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy.
The articles and information contained in this publication have been
deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not
necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC members. Reader input is actively
solicited.
Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to
newsletter@colrc.com . Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year. Closing for each issue is
the 20th day of the month prior to publication.
Dues are $30 annually for a single membership and $50 for a joint membership. Business cards will be
placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members.
Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required
to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of
the year.
Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise noted.
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Canine Behavior Workshop
By Marie Goodwin | Published: February 21, 2012

Dianna Stearns, M.A., Certified Professional Dog Trainer-Knowledge Assessed, and Certified Dog Behavior
Consultant

Dianna Stearns is coming from Denver, Colorado to give a workshop on Canine Behavior
Saturday March 3rd from 6 to 9PM. Dianna is a Certified Professional Dog TrainerKnowledge Assessed, and Certified Dog Behavior Consultant and founding member of
the International Association on Animal Behavior Consultants.
Dianna also serves as a trainer and behavior consultant for Safe Harbor Lab Rescue,
Western Border Collie Rescue, Friends of Retired Greyhounds and Rocky Mountain
Great Dane Rescue. Dianna is an American Kennel Club Canine Good Citizen Evaluator,
and has provided public access training for The North Star Foundation, which places
companion dogs in families with children on the Autisim spectrum, and the Huntington
Foundation, which places siezure alert dogs. Dianna is the co-founder, and currently
serves as President, of the American Treibball Association.
If you would like to learn how to read your dogs body language, know when your dog is
stressed by understanding canine body language, or just want to learn how to use this
knowledge to train your dog more effectively, this workshop is for you.
The workshop is for humans only. The workshop will also include handouts, slides and
videos.
Click here to register.

Bud Houston Handling and Problem Solving Seminar
Agility and Rally Obedience

