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Check out Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club
on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/575516432535825/

ARE DUE!!!
It is that time of year again to
renew your COLRC club
memberships.
Dues are $25 annually for a single
membership and $40 for a joint
membership.
Business cards will be placed on
the COLRC website for the year at
a cost of $50.

Please mail your check to Linda
Bednarski or bring it to the
February Meeting
If you have changes from last year
please be sure to include those
also.
Any questions, please contact
Linda at
Linda@tullamorelabs.com

Fake Service Dogs
By Fran Jewell, IAABC CDBC and NADOI Certified Obedience and Tracking Instructor
#1096 AKC Farm Dog Judge, CGC Evaluator
Right now, I have a lovely black German Shepherd guide dog that I trained for a blind
woman 4 years ago. She is back to me to help her stop barking at other dogs. Why does
she bark at other dogs? She was attacked by a pit bull in a grocery store about a year
ago and now her blind owner can’t use her anymore. This isn’t a comment about pit bulls,
it’s a tragic tale of how a fake service dog can destroy another, fully trained service dog in
a flash of a second.
Each dog was standing in two separate grocery store checkout lines, the pit bull lunged at
Onyx (the dog I am working with) and pinned her to the ground while her blind owner
stood stunned and not knowing how to cope.
If this other dog had been screened carefully, and trained properly, there would have
been no issues between it and the dog I am working with. I can say with utmost
confidence that this dog was a pet someone put a vest on and pranced around as a
service dog so they could take it into the grocery store on a hot Reno day. A fully trained
dog with proper service dog temperament would never have acted in such a manner.
The guide skills Onyx has are remarkable. I took
her out of my van for our first training together in 4
years. I said, “Left,” and she immediately turned
left away from the van and then stopped at the
street behind the van. She looked both ways, and
then guided me across the street through a double
row of parked cars. Then she stopped me at
another street, going the opposite direction. She
looked both ways and proceeded across that street
through more parked cars to the curb where she
indicated the curb to step up on so I wouldn’t trip.
Her skills are astonishing and accurate. Anyone
could walk behind her with their eyes blindfolded.
Onyx guided me through the Ketchum Farmer’s
Market, never taking me too close to any table.
She didn’t sniff the food, or look for food on the
ground, even when I had her stop. She walked
around kids, coolers on the ground, people
standing while guiding me safely.
Then a sweet little mix breed on a leash appeared and Onyx barked and shook
uncontrollably. I tried to refocus her with no luck. Eventually, she calmed down and was
able to pass 3 other dogs without incident, but I was careful not to take her too close to
them. She could see them, however.

Yesterday, we went into PetSmart. At the first dog, Onyx barked and tried to jump on me
desperately asking me for help and to remove her. I didn’t ask her to guide anymore,
gave her lots of praise for focusing on me and ignoring the other dogs. We left as quickly
as I could. The staff noticed how nervous Onyx was and came to talk to me. I told them
what had happened to her and they were so lovely by asking a few of the other dog owners to wait for us to leave the store instead of walking by.
The work to get Onyx through this fear will be enormous and frankly I am not sure I can
change her mind about other dogs while she is in harness working. She gets along fine
with my dogs when not working.
I wanted to share this story with everyone, especially those that think faking a service
dog harms no one. It is devastating to someone whose dog has been through 300 to 400
hours of training and relies on his or her service dog for life-saving independence. For
Onyx’ owner, it may be a huge financial and emotional loss. Shame on anyone who
thinks faking their pet or poorly trained dog as a service dog hurts no one.
Copyright Fran Jewell, October 2018

Litter Listings

6 month old yellow female
available to a pet home.
Contact Linda Bednarski @
Linda@tullamorelabs.com.
740 815-1948

7-month-old chocolate male
available
Housebroken, crate and lead
trained
Contact: Lori Bentine @ 614/579
-3990
or labwriter@aol.com

Down ‘n Back

Down ‘n Back

Shannon's Baby Banana

Shannon's Baby Banana

Clermont County KC
10/20/18
RWB
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Shannon's Baby Banana
Clermont County KC
10/21/18
WB, BOW, BOS
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Shannon's Baby Banana
COLRC
10/27/18
RWB to major
Best Puppy
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Central Ohio KC
10/18/18
RWB
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Shannon's Annabelle Lee
Sandusky KC
11-15-18
RWB
owner: Jennifer Stotts

Captain Nick’s Ship’s Belle
Ohio Handler Buckyeye North
12/3/18
Novice Trick Dog Title
Owner: Christine Nickerson

Shannon's Baby Banana

Captain Nick’s Rogue Wave

COLRC
10/28/18
WB major, BOW, JAM
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Medina Swarm Agility
12/1&2/18
8 Agility Q’s
Owner: Christine Nickerson

Shannon's Baby Banana

Captain Nick’s Shiver Me
Timbers

Sandusky KC
11/15/18
WB, BOS,
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Shannon's Baby Banana
Lima KC
11/17/18
RWB
Owner: Jennifer Stotts

Medina Swarm Agility
12/1&2/18
6 Agility Q’s
Owner: Christine Nickerson

Some photos from the Specialty.
Thank you Sue for taking these.

2018 Christmas Party

Thank you Brian for the Photos

General COLRC Information
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the
Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the
betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative
communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy.
The articles and information contained in this publication have been
deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not
necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC
members. Reader input is actively solicited.
Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to
newsletter@colrc.com . Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year. Closing for each issue is
the 20th day of the month prior to publication.
Dues are $25 annually for a single membership and $40 for a joint membership. Business cards will be
placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members.
Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required
to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of
the year.
Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise noted.
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