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Next Meeting 

Date:  Wednesday, September 5, 2012  

Time:  6:30 

Location:  Joe’s Firehouse Tavern 

  38 South Vernon 
  Sunbury, OH 
 
 

Meeting Dates 

 
September 5 

October 3 
November 7 

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

1. MEETING DATES; PREZ NOTES 

2. GENETIC SKIN DISEASE STUDY 

3. DOWN ‘N BACKS; LITTER LISTINGS; SPECIALTY 

NEWS 

4. JULY/AUGUST SHOWS 

5. GENERAL CLUB INFORMATION 

6. LELRC ALL BREED HEALTH CLINIC 

 

 

I used to look at my dog Smokey and think “If 

you were a little smarter, you could tell me what 

you’re thinking,” and he’d look at me like he was 

saying, “If you were a little smarter, I wouldn’t 

have to.” 

~ Fred  Jungclau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~Sally Bell February, 1991 



If you have a Labrador with the following 
features and would be willing to help us 
find a method to diagnosis and eliminate 
this problem from this breed, please 
contact us. 

1. Severe scaling or plaques (usually 
noticed when the dog was less than 
one year of age.  

2. Prior examination by a veterinarian to 
rule out common skin conditions (e.g. 
mange, skin allergies).  

3. If you own a parent of an affected dog. 

*ALL INFORMATION IS HANDLED 

CONFIDENTIALLY* 

Please Contact: 

Margret Casal, Dr med vet, PhD, DECAR 

c/o Britt Levy (Student Researcher)  
brlevy@vet.upenn.edu 

Medical Genetics— Room 4018 

Veterinary Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania 

3900 Delancey Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19104 - 6010 

dogderm@vet.upenn.edu 

Ph:  215-898-8076 

Fax: 215-573-2162 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Rare, Genetic Skin Disease in the 

Labrador Retriever 

By Britt Levy 

Attn: Labrador Retriever Breeders and/or 
Owners: 
 
At the University of Pennsylvania, School of 
Veterinary Medicine, we have been 
investigating the genetic basis of a severe 
and rapidly progressing skin disease found 
sporadically in Labrador Retrievers. This 
condition may be a form of Ichthyosis, a 
group of scaly skin disorders that are usually 
inherited and found in a variety of breeds, 
such as Golden Retrievers and American 
Bulldogs. In Labradors, the condition is 
characterized by generalized areas of 
scaling, with more severe scaling present on 
the trunk and limbs. The skin appears dry, 
with large plate-like scales, and can become 
itchy due to secondary skin infections. 
Hyperkeratosis or scaling of the footpads 
may also be present. Affected dogs can lose 
their normal resistance to infectious agents in 
the environment (bacteria, and yeast) and 
develop secondary skin infections or 
demodicosis (skin mites).  In the past, 
breeders have been able to recognize the 
disease shortly after birth, after which time 
the severity of the disease progresses rapidly 
and often necessitates euthanasia. While  we 
believe the condition is inherited as an 
autosomal recessive trait (thus both parents 
would be carriers), the exact mode of 
inheritance is still under investigation. Our 
main goal is to identify the mutation 
responsible for this disease in the Labrador, 
and create a genetic test to help develop 
breeding programs to eliminate it from the 
bloodline, without losing high quality breeding 
stock. For this, we would need a blood 
sample from affected dogs and/or their 
parents to make DNA for these tests. 

mailto:brlevy@vet.upenn.edu


Litter Listings 

Boradors Prince of Tides x 

Shannon's Sister Golden Hair 

Blacks whelped: 6/17/12 

contact: Jennifer Stotts 740-828-2657 

or shannonlabradors@yahoo.com  

 

Ashway's Gambler x  

Bellmark's Good To Go Ashway, 

JH 

 Whelped 5/1/12 

 1Chocolate female available 

Contact Rose or Bill Ash at 740-881-

4326 or Ashway@columbus.rr.com 

 

AM/CAN CH Shannon's Peppar 

Salty Dog x 

Hunterleigh's Paradocs Gwen 

yellows due late June 

contact: Jennifer Stotts 740-828-2657 

or shannonlabradors@yahoo.com 

 

At this time, COLRC Unleashed! Does not require listing of 

CERF or OFA information for Litter Box Listings.  All breeders 

are encouraged to have hips and eyes certified on all breeding 

stock and to provide this information in litter listings.  COLRC 

Unleashed! does not represent any litter listing as meeting any 

type of breeder’s code or standard.  Ask the breeder when 

inquiring about dogs listed.  

Down ‘n Back 

Captain Nick’s SunDel Sloop 

Flash Point Agility 

6/22/12 

CPE C-ATCH Title 

Owners:  Paul & Christine Nickerson 

Specialty News 

~ Susan Moseley 

 

It is looking like everything is in place for the 

Specialty (one small exception but it’s not of 

our doing and I expect it’ll be resolved 

soon). We have gotten AKC approval, 

rosette/ribbon decisions have been made, 

Judges have been signed, travel arranged, 

hotels booked, ads have been placed. 

A contract has been signed with the DOKC 

that gives us an inside ring this year so it 

looks like the Sweeps classes will not have 

participants and judges slipping on the frost! 

I guess we’ll have to find our entertainment 

someplace else this year. And hopefully this 

hot, dry summer won’t continue through 

October. 

I would like to thank everyone for 

sponsoring the Saturday regular classes 

and to Jennifer and Dennis Stotts and Steve 

LaVelle for donating the Rosettes for both 

days. And a special thanks to Sally Bell for 

all of her efforts to put the prizes together. 

So, other than the raffle committee (who are 

probably going to be kicking it for a bit) it 

looks good, it looks like we can sit back and 

rest for a short while. 



Lake Erie Labrador Retriever Club 

September 9, 2012: Eye, Heart, & Microchip Clinic 
CGC Testing Clinic 

Medina Kennel Club Training Facility 
6162 Wooster Pike Road (Ohio Route 3) 



General COLRC Information 

 
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the 

Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the 

betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative 

communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy. 

 

The articles and information contained in this publication have been 

deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not 

necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC members.  Reader input is actively 

solicited. 

 

Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to 

newsletter@colrc.com .  Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year.  Closing for each issue is 

the 20th day of the month prior to publication. 

 

Dues are $30 annually for a single membership and $50 for a joint membership.  Business cards will be 

placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members. 

 

Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required 

to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of 

the year.  

 

Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise noted. 

 

OFFICERS 

President…………….. Sally Bell        (Term expires Dec 2013) 

Vice President……..…Lori Bentine          (Term expires Dec 2013) 

Treasurer……………..Stephen LaVelle   (Term expires Dec 2013) 

Secretary……………..Sue Frazier           (Term expires Dec 2013) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Membership………....Stephen LaVelle   

Newsletter……….…..Christine Nickerson 

Puppy Match…….…..Linda Bednarski 

Show Chair…………..Susan Moseley 

Eye Clinic…………….Jennifer Stotts  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Cindy Gerhan         (Term expires Dec 2013) 

Christine Kofron      (Term expires Dec 2013) 

Jennifer Stotts  (Term expires Dec 2012) 

Jan Eichenser         (Term expires Dec 2012) 

Susan Moseley        (Term expires Dec 2012) 

Deb Lewis    (Term expires Dec 2012) 

Linda Bednarski  (Term expires Dec 2012) 
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