
Meeting Date:   Wednesday,  
    January 10, 2018  
Time:  6:30p.m. 
Location: 

“Mudflats Bar & Grill” 
31 Columbus Street 
Galena, OH. 43021 

 
*** Please RSVP with Lori Bentine 
@ labwriter@aol.com if you’ll be 

attending.  Reservations will be made 
accordingly.   

 

 
2018 Meeting Dates 

January 10 
February 7 

March 7 
April 4 

May 
June 6 
 July 11 

September 5 
October 3 

November 7 
December Christmas Party TBA 

 

Inside This Issue: 
1. Meeting Dates; Health Clinic 

Information 

2 - 6 What You Should Consider Before 
Adopting A Pet 

7. Down ‘N Back; Litter Listings; Due 
information 

8.General Club Information 

 

 

Check out Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club  

on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/575516432535825/ 

Volume 29 Issue 1, A publication of the Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club    January 2018 

 

 

HEALTH CLINIC 

Health Clinic Change 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we have 
made some changes to our annual health 
clinic.     

Our 2018 health clinic has a new weekend 
and a new location.  Because of conflicts 
with other events, the date has been 
changed to Sunday, May 6 and our new 
location is the veterinary clinic of Dr. Don 
Mann, located at 5110 Cheshire Road, in 
Galena, Ohio.    

More information, including directions, 
etc.  will be forthcoming when we get closer 
to the actual clinic date.  The flier will be 
published in the newsletter and on the club 
website.  I plan to notify our regular clientele 
shortly after the first of the year regarding 
the changes.   

I would appreciate it if you would help 
spread the word regarding the changes.  

I am thankful that Rich Boucher was able to 
host us for so many years;  the club and I 
truly appreciated it.   

Hopefully our transition to the new date and 
new facility will be smooth and successful. 

Jennifer  



WHAT SHOULD YOU CONSIDER BEFORE ADOPTING PET? 

So you really want to adopt a pet or an animal companion? Congratulations! You’ll be in for an 

exciting and fun time which can change your life for better (or for worse!). We bet that you can’t 

wait to have another family member and we salute you for considering opening your home to 

another creature; however, are you truly prepared and ready to adopt a pet? 

Oftentimes, we think of pet or animal companions as simple creatures which we can just get or 

buy and everything will be smooth-sailing; but really, that kind of thinking is what fairy-tale 

adoption stories are made of. While it is true that some animal and human matches are simply 

made in heaven, it won’t hurt to first assess and ensure that you’re all set for adopting another 

creature. You see, the reason why some pet adoptions don’t go well is because of unrealistic 

expectations and lack of research about the animal to be adopted. To help you out with all of 

that, we made our very own homeoanimal list of considerations before adopting pet as part of 

our ultimate guide to pet adoption series. Without further ado, below are the 10 things you must 

consider before adopting an animal:                                                                   

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #1 - REASONS FOR ADOPTING 

Have you asked yourself why you want a pet? Oftentimes, people adopt animals for the sole 

reason they are cute or wanted to surprise a family member. Some people adopt a pet to give it 

a good home or to have some companionship. These reasons are not good enough people! 

While your heart may be in the right place when you decide to adopt an animal, you also have 

to set realistic expectations and have the right reasons. 

What kind of reasons are right? If you wanted to surprise a family member who wants to have a 

Labrador (just an example), you should also consider how ready that person is to take care of 

that animal physically, emotionally, and financially. If you want to adopt an animal for yourself 

for companionship, you have to come to terms with the fact that the animal may not provide 

you with the warmth of friendship you’re craving. Even friendly breeds can have an occasional 

snob amongst their ranks. 

So what reasons are not so right? Reasons for adopting which are questionable are: adopting 

an animal to teach a child a lesson, adopting just because the pet is cute, or adopting an ani-

mal just because you feel sorry for it. Jen Daley of Pet Dog Adoption shares, “Don’t adopt 

based on a sad story. The animal will feel it.” 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #2 – AVAILABLE TIME 

How much time do you have to care for an animal on a daily basis? This is a serious issue for 

most pet owners. Why? Because even a lonely hermit crab or a single goldfish takes up some 

of your time! Once you have a pet or has taken an animal under your care, you cannot do 

some of the things you are used to doing without considering how it will affect the time you can 

spend with your pet and how the pet will be taken care of. 

Want to go on an extended vacation or simply take off to some exotic location on a whim? 

When you have an animal depending on you for its needs (yes, even the hermit crab needs 

some TLC from you!), your days of true spontaneity would be gone as you would almost  



always need to arrange for some sort of pet nanny whenever you’ll be gone for an 

extended period of time. Not just that, some animals (like dogs) are social creatures and 

would need daily interaction and/or exercise with you. Think of that before grabbing the 

cutest animal you see for adoption. 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #3 – REALITY VS. FANTASY 

What are your expectations? Do you expect that the dog you’re planning to adopt will 

suddenly make you a more approachable person? Do you fantasize that you and your 

new parakeet would be hollering and having fun like sailors? Or do you have daydreams 

of your new cat being the new kitty internet sensation? Whatever your expectations are, 

you should know that some things may be far from what you are envisioning them to be 

like once you adopt an animal. What we mean is, just try to be open to that possibility as 

well. As Janet Winikoff of The Humane Society of Vero Beach and Indian River 

County says: “I would also suggest that prospective pet parents not get hung up on 

breeds. Some people come in and only want a particular breed of dog because the dog 

they’ve had previously was that same exact breed. Animals aren't mass produced cookie-

cutter style.” 

Just like most of our real life expectations, pets do not always fit the bill we have in mind. 

In some cases they might fall a bit short and in some cases, they exceed even your 

wildest imagination. The key is to keep your expectations inn check. 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #4– MATURITY AND RESPONSIBILITY 

Can you handle losing a loved one? How would you cope if you have to give the pet up for 

reasons such as deteriorating health conditions or other possible problems? If you are 

planning to adopt an animal, there will be times when the animal may not be as 

cooperative or as nice as you would want it to be. Are you prepared for the new puppy 

going after your bag collection? How about explaining to your kid why Mr. Goldie is 

floating in his tank upside down? 

Once you get an animal as a pet or for whatever reason, you have to be responsible for it 

at all times for the animal’s entire lifetime; just like Sherri Moore of Menifee Valley 

Humane Society says: “The biggest thing people need to realize is that a pet is a lifetime 

responsibility, for the life of the pet. Not until: They get married, have a baby, move, or 

until the pet gets sick, etc. We find that many people are completely unprepared for the 

responsibility in terms of time and finances. A lot of the information is common sense, but 

people don’t always realize what they are getting into.” With this article, we hope you’ll not 

be one of those kinds of pet owners. 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #5 – TYPE OF ANIMAL TO ADOPT 

Oh boy, this will be a circus unless you already have a breed or an animal in mind. There 

are so many lovable critters out there that choosing just one can be a very daunting task, 

especially if you have the resources to take care of a few or many types. The secret is to 

keep your adoption at a one-at-a-time pace to give yourself, your household, and the new  



animal time to adjust. Of course, all of these and all other preparation depends on what 

type or breed you’ve chosen to be your new family member. If you have financial or 

space restrictions, you have to consider that too. 

As for thinking of what animal to adopt, you will do better if you would first assess your 

personality and lifestyle. If you’re a loner and don’t have time for walks, a dog is not for 

you unless you go for the very low energy ones. This tip is one of the few considerations 

which Catherine Naber of Cats Canine Academy have shared with us. 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #6 – ANIMALS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Will the animal need some training or have special needs? Some animals like horses 

and some types of dogs will need to be trained. Even cats can come to you needing to 

be litter-box-trained so yes, this is a very real concern before adopting a pet. How about 

the pet’s age? Are you prepared to modify your home a bit to accommodate an aging pet 

later on or perhaps hire someone to address your pet’s needs? 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #7 – SPACE AND LOCATION 

This consideration prior to pet adoption goes hand in hand with adoption consideration 

#6 and touches on other topics as well. Some pets need a lot of space even though they 

are small. An example of this are guinea pigs as you’d need a hutch and a place to store 

the animal’s things. On the contrary to that, some big dogs basically act like pieces of 

furniture and would do well even in a one bedroom condominium or apartment with only 

an occasional romp at the park. 

You’d have to know your county’s or state’s local laws before adopting certain pets too. 

For instance, pygmy goats are still considered as livestock in some places and thus may 

be illegal to keep in a residential area. 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #8– CURRENT AND FUTURE FINANCIAL SITUATION 

How prepared are you (financially speaking) to adopt an animal? Pets can cost a lot of 

money depending on type, breed, and your current financial situation. It is true that if you 

only have very small space, sparse time, and minimal funds, a goldfish may be ideal but 

still, whatever little thing that goldfish needs is still $$$. Eric McCune of The Bella 

Foundation shares, “People are often unaware of the overall cost of owning a pet. I 

would encourage someone to consider seriously their financial ability to care for a pet in 

the worst scenario. None of us plan for an emergency but emergencies do happen.” 

Some people adopt certain pets and then are unable to keep them later. Horses, for 

instance, can cost a lot to maintain if you live in the city. Even a Chihuahua may need a 

visit to the doctor once a year and some people really cannot afford that, or at least not 

in the long run. Have you thought about how you will keep the pet if your financial 

situation changes for the worse?  



ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #9 – LIVING WITH THE ANIMAL FOR A LIFETIME 

Are there any health issues related to pet or animal allergies in your family? Do you have 

someone who can look after the pet if you’ll be gone for a few days? How about the 

lifestyle you have? Do you often bring people over? Are you okay with the pet possibly 

peeing on your things or gnawing on your furniture? All of these are issues which pet 

parents deal with on a day to day basis. 

Having a pet is just like having a child. Chris Bedell of For Pet’s Sake Animal Rescue said 

on an interview with us: “We try to help people realize that adopting a pet, is much like 

adopting a child, it's a LONGTERM commitment, not to be done on a whim, or to be done 

as a gift for an unsuspecting friend/relative, that may not feel the same way about that 

particular pet as you do.” Paws United Dog Rescue says, “Do NOT adoptif anyone in the 

family isn't 100% on board with the idea. This can cause a lot of stress on the dog and the 

family. We want to make sure every single person that will be involved in that dog’s life 

wants them. We want a forever home, not a for-now-home. Returning a dog after adoption 

is hard on everyone.” 

Why do you think some pet owners call themselves animal parents? Once you have a pet, 

that pet will just be like any other member of your nuclear family. The pet will always be a 

part of your decision-making. How? Every time you bring people at home you have to 

consider how the pet will react. It would be unfair to banish a pet to its kennel for an entire 

weekend just because your cousin who has some allergy is staying for a few days. It 

would also be unfair for a pet to be left home with only a few bowls of food and water 

should you decide to go on a weekend getaway. You might be able to do that with a cat 

(except a very bonded cat) but good luck trying that with a dog. Sure, the dog will love you 

and forgive you as soon as you get back home, but it is still unfair to treat a social animal 

like that. 

ADOPTION CONSIDERATION #10 – DOING YOUR RESEARCH 

How much reading and research have you done? Have you made steps to get to know 

your target animal? In this regard, googling cute youtube videos are not enough. We are 

talking of hardcore research here folks. Sure, some animals would simply melt your heart 

with how cute they are or if you’ve wanted one as a pet since you were a child but keep in 

mind that it is not always all rosy even when you find the perfect pet or animal for you. 

Not doing enough information digging is one of the top reasons why pets and animals are 

surrendered or given up by their owners. Not convinced? Keyria Lockheart, a volunteer at 

Last Hope Cat Kingdom says so. She’s not alone, Heather, of Black Dog Second Chance 

says the same and it is the same piece of information which keeps coming up from all the 

rescues and shelters we’ve interviewed. 

But what are the things you need do research on? Here is a great tip about doing proper 

research from Melissa of Daisy’s Animal Rescue League: “Research the pros and cons 

about the pet you are getting. Research the breed's needs; grooming, common health 

issues, temperament with dogs, small animals and children. Energy level. Likes and  



dislikes. Ask for a most current medical history, if the animal is spayed or neutered, 

microchipped, and heartworm tested. Always ask for the medical paperwork, references, 

what vet cares for the animal contact the vet. Another good tip for adopting a dog is ask 

about training or if they can refer you to a trainer. Always get reference!” 

Issues can come up anytime. Certain breeds are prone to some diseases or health 

issues and there is no guarantee if the animal you’ve set your heart to will remain as 

cuddly and perfect as when you first got him or her. You must think of the future and how 

you will cope if future problems ensue. We will talk more about this on How to Be a 

Responsible Owner in our Ultimate Guide to Pet Adoption Series, but you get the idea. 

There are a lot more considerations we would like to share with all of you prior to you 

getting a pet. Some things which we will just mention in passing are the pitfalls of giving 

pets as gifts, having a very young pet owner, being a military pet owner, having to 

relocate with your pet and the possibility of the pet not being allowed in a new home - all 

adoption issues brought up by Eugenia from the Animal Defense League of Texas and a 

few other animal care volunteers. 

We hope that this article have helped you somehow and please feel free to let us know 

what are your thoughts on the subject. Every bit of information helps and will surely 

benefit other pet owners and prospective pet parents so don’t be shy and leave a 

comment down below or join us at Facebook! Everyone is welcome and if you don’t want 

to miss out on the latest in cute animal stories and features plus more of our The 

Ultimate Guide to Pet Adoption series, simply sign up to get our newsletters and updates 

delivered right to your inbox! You may also contact us if you wish. Til next time! 

 

Reprinted with permission “What Should You Consider Before Adopting Pet?”  https://

www.homeoanimal.com/blogs/blog-pet-health/81140356-what-should-you-

consider-before-adopting-pet 



 

 

Down ‘n Back 

 

 

 

Captain Nick’s Tiller Towards Trouble 

Medina Swarm Agility                                  

12/3                                                             

3 CPE Agility Q’s                                     

two1st places                                                  

CPE –S2 title                                                    

Owner:  Christine Nickerson 

 

Captain Nick’s Winch Grinder                 

Medina Swarm Agility                                  

12/3  CPE Agility                                     

1st place                                                         

Owner:  Christine Nickerson 

 

Captain Nick’s Rogue Wave        

Medina Swarm Agility                                  

12/2 & 12/ 3                                                      

2 CPE Agility Q’s                                     

two1st places                                                         

Owner:  Christine Nickerson 

 

Captain Nick’s Compass Rose              

Medina Swarm Agility                                  

12/3                                                             

2 CPE Agility Q’s                                     

One1st places                                                         

Owner:  Christine Nickerson 

 

 

Litter Listings 

Polish CH Bruno Banani Bella Mare x 

Shannon's The Raven 

Blacks and yellows whelped:  12/7/17 

contact:  Jennifer Stotts  

shannonlabradors@yahoo.com or 740-

828-2657 
 

 

 

 

 

Membership Dues  

ARE NOW DUE!!! 

It is that time of year again to renew your 

COLRC club memberships.  

 Dues are $25 annually for a single 

membership and $40 for a joint 

membership.  

Also  Business cards will be placed on the 

COLRC website for the year at a cost of 

$50.  

Please mail your check IMMEDIATELY to:  

Chris Bell  

5585 Wilcox Rd  

Dublin, Oh 43016  

Also, if you have changes from last year, 

please be sure to include those also.   

Any questions, please do not hesitate to 

call me at 614-563-8510. 



General COLRC Information 

 
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the 

Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the 

betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative 

communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy. 

 

The articles and information contained in this publication have been 

deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not 

necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC 

members.  Reader input is actively solicited. 

 

Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to 

newsletter@colrc.com .  Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year.  Closing for each issue is 

the 20th day of the month prior to publication. 

 

Dues are $25 annually for a single membership and $40 for a joint membership.  Business cards will be 

placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members. 

 

Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required 

to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of 

the year.  

 

Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise noted. 

 

OFFICERS 

President…………….. Sally Bell        (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Vice President……..…Lori Bentine          (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Treasurer……………..Chris Bell              (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Secretary……………..Brian Tipton          (Term expires Dec 2019) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Membership………....Chris Bell  

Newsletter……….…..Christine Nickerson 

Puppy Match…….…..Linda Bednarski 

Show Chair…………..Cora Fleming 

Eye Clinic…………….Jennifer Stotts  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Cindy Gerhan         (Term expires Dec 2018) 

Christine Kofron      (Term expires Dec 2018) 

Jennifer Stotts  (Term expires Dec 2018) 

Jan Eichenser         (Term expires Dec 2018) 

Linda Bednarski  (Term expires Dec 2018) 

Sue Frazier            (Term expires Dec 2018) 

Kate Volkava       (Term expires Dec 2018) 

mailto:newsletter@colrc.com
mailto:newsletter@colrc.com

