
Meeting Date:  February 6, 2019 
Time:  6:30 p.m. 
 
Location:  Home of Jan Eichensehr  

Jennifer will  provide chili 
Side dishes welcome 

 

 
Tentative 2019 Meeting Dates 

February 6 
March 6 
April 3 
May 1 
June 5 
July 10 

September 4 
October  2  

November 6 
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Check out Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club  

on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/575516432535825/ 
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2019 Membership Dues  

ARE NOW DUE!!! 

 

It is that time of year again to renew 

your COLRC club memberships.  

 Dues are $25 annually for a single 

membership and $40 for a joint 

membership.  

 

Business cards will be placed on the 

COLRC website for the year at a cost of 

$50.  

 

Please mail your check to Linda 

Bednarski or bring it to the February 

meeting. 

Any questions, please contact Linda at 

Linda@tullamorelabs.com 

 

 

Membership listing will no 

longer appear if dues are not 

paid by March 21 ! 



Dementia in Senior Dogs 

Old Dog Have Blog by Ardeth De Vrie  

When I talk with people who are struggling 

with the decision to let their senior dogs move 

on to their next expression of spirit the issue 

of dementia often comes up, but I’ve found 

that people are sometimes unwilling to 

consider euthanasia if the problem isn’t 

physical. Somehow it’s easier (well, actually I 

know it’s never easy) to come to terms with 

the fact that a dog is suffering physically and 

needs to move on than it is to understand that 

mental and emotional suffering need to be taken into consideration as well as physical 

problems. My experiences with my own dogs, as well as many conversations with people 

about their dogs, has brought me to several thoughts that I’d like to share with you. 

1. My bottom line is always quality of life when I’m talking with people about end-of-life 

decisions for their dogs. Dementia is an insidious and relentless condition that is very 

difficult for a dog to handle … and for you to deal with if you’re the person who loves 

the dog. Here are some behaviors to look for if you have concerns about your dog’s 

mental/emotional health:  

A) Pacing, anxiousness, movement that doesn’t seem purposeful, disorientation 

B) Staring for long periods of time, getting lost in corners, standing on the wrong 

side of a door waiting for it to open, unable to figure out the next step, acting dazed, 

seeming to be lost in familiar places 

C) Peeing/pooping in the house: Seniors with dementia may forget to go outside 

to do their business, but it’s important to rule out a medical problem (urinary tract 

infection, gastrointestinal problems) before assuming the problem is related to 

dementia. 

D) Withdrawing: A dog with dementia often won’t seek out human companionship, 

sometimes will even walk away while being petted, and often won’t greet family 

members when they come home. 

E) Barking for no reason: The dog may no longer recognize people, or the dog 

may be lost in the yard or behind a door, or is generally confused … which could 

cause barking, especially at night. 

F) Appetite changes that manifest in either losing interest in food or always being 

hungry 

G) Sleeping pattern changes: A dog with dementia may sleep more than normal, 

or have night and day reversed—sleeping during the day and awake and confused at 

night. 



H) Not responsive to your voice : You need to first rule out hearing loss, but if that 

isn’t the problem, the dementia may be interfering with your dog’s ability to process 

what you’re saying and act on your request, or the dog may even may be confused 

about his or her name when you call it. 

I) Any other behaviors that might be unusual for your dog.  

If you notice some of the above signs I’d suggest you keep track of what behaviors 

you’ve noticed so you can determine how often they’re occurring. Then, make an 

appointment with your vet to discuss what’s going on. Your vet may prescribe 

medications/supplements that can be helpful with dementia in its early stages, but 

you need to be mindful of the fact that often some medications are aimed at just 

reducing anxiety and you may end up with a dog that is not only confused, but also 

tranquilized and barely responsive, which means you’re trading one unhealthy state 

for another.  

2. Don’t buy the tee shirt “Denial Ain’t Just a River in Egypt.” If you’ve read through the 

above list of common symptoms of dementia you may find yourself trying to explain away 

any symptoms your dog is experiencing by saying things like: “He’ll be better tomorrow.” 

“She’s just having a bad day.” “I don’t think she really minds being confused; after all, 

people are confused all the time.” “He isn’t in pain.” Please don’t rationalize what’s going 

on mentally or emotionally with your dog. Like people, dogs function on many different 

levels and like us, they like to be in control of their minds and bodies. Don’t compare your 

senior moments to what your dog is experiencing with dementia. When you walk into a 

room and forget why you’re there that’s often a momentary lapse caused by distraction 

on your part. Or, if you find your socks in the refrigerator, you just laugh and chalk the 

misplacement up to not paying attention. Your dog isn’t laughing when he can’t figure out 

how he got stuck in a corner. And … dementia is painful on an emotional and mental 

level. 

3. Is the light still there in your dog’s eyes? I do understand that if your dog is blind or is 

vision impaired it’s difficult to tell whether or not the light is still there, but even with blind 

dogs you can sense whether it is or isn’t. The light I’m talking about sometimes isn’t so 

much a tangible thing as it is just a sense that your dog is still in there. If you feel like 

your dog isn’t fully present any longer and that no one is home, the light is fading or 

gone. 

4. There’s a big difference between existing and living. Dogs can exist with dementia for 

a long time, but that existence is without joy, eventually is filled with fear, and can’t be 

called living in any true sense of the word. 

5. When your dog loses his or her sense of identity that’s serious business. Recently I 

had to say goodbye to two of my dogs that were suffering from dementia. It was heart 

wrenching to watch them lose their sense of identity because dogs function on an 

intuitive level most of the time and their sense of who they are as dogs is important to 

them. Their sense of identity gives purpose and joy to their lives and when they become 

confused about who they are that sense of purpose and joy is compromised. 

 



After reading the above paragraphs I know you must feel helpless and frustrated, but if 
your dog is in the early stages of dementia and you aren’t seeing the above-mentioned 
behaviors to any significant degree to cause you to consider euthanasia here are a few 
things you can do to help: 

 

• Offer your dog reassurance, physical comfort, and a constant reminder that 
you’re there. 

• Dementia isn’t something a dog should have to deal with alone. Be physically 
with your dog as much as possible. 

• Trust the bond you have with your dog to hold strong. Offer your fully present 
self to your dog on every level. 

• Provide external stimulation (rides in the car, walks, visits to the dog park, 
playtime with other dogs) to keep the world available to your dog. 

• Look for the positive. Allow your dog to see the light in your eyes. Practice being 
optimistic. 

• Try whatever your vet might prescribe because often you’ll see some good 
short-term results with the non- tranquilizing meds that will stimulate brain activity. 
Also, there are several dog foods on the market that claim to help with cognitive 
dysfunction. In short, with your vet’s suggestions in mind, try whatever’s out 
there. 

 
Ok, I’ve said enough. I’m sure you get my point by now. What I’m talking about here is a 
steady progression of what I call the “foggy boy” syndrome. What I’ve found with my 
own dogs is that initially the confusion and disorientation isn’t terribly upsetting to them. 
They just roll with it and relax into a kind of “It’s no big deal; my person will take care of 
me” state of mind. But, eventually the confusion frightens them, they begin to panic and 
become fearful. That’s no way to live. 
 
Please take dementia seriously when you’re considering your senior dog’s quality of life 
and think very hard about whether it’s really in his or her best interests to just exist 
instead of living a happy life in which he or she is fully present. 
 
Reprinted from Old Dog Haven Blog by Ardeth De Vrie;  https://olddoghaven.org/dementia-in-senior-
dogs/?fbclid=IwAR0VRsUp0uKnPqtmJj3VJuSe2b-eRhrxcp9jEhz_yWtZJBg5PJzeu-V1NMI; 

Dog and Kennel License Renewal 
 
Just a reminder  that Jan 31 is the deadline for renewing licenses in Ohio for individual 
dogs and kennels. 
 
Each county sets its own fees. Some  Ohio counties charge more for intact dogs. Counties 
offer one-year, three-year, and permanent licenses. 
 
Failure to license carries a penalty and the  cost of licenses purchased after Jan 31 are 
doubled unless the dog was obtained  after the 31st and is over 3 months of age. 
 
Dog licensing law requires kennel licenses for those "professionally engaged in the 
business of breeding dogs for hunting or for sale." Many hobby breeders with more than 
five dogs also purchase kennel licenses because they save money over the cost of 
individual licenses.  
 
In addition to these license fees, applicants with more than 16 breeding dogs will be 
required to purchase surety bonds or insurance in amounts ranging from $5000 to 
$50,000, depending on the number of dogs they house.  
 
Purchase of a kennel license may require the breeder to allow inspection of the facility.  



Down ‘n Back 

 

Tremont’s What Happens In Vegas . . . 

Livonia KC, 1/18/19 

WB, BOW, Best BBE 

Owners:  Lori & John Bentine 

 

Tremont’s What Happens In Vegas . . . 

Oakland KC, 1/19/19 

RWB 

Owners:  Lori & John Bentine 

 

Hunt Club True Colors At Tremont 

Livonia KC, 1/18/19                                

WB, BOS   

Owners:  Lori & John Bentine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allegheny’s E-Z Trip to Borador                     

Novi shows 

Winner’s Dog 3 days 

Owner: Sally Bell 

 

 

 

 

Litter Listings 

Captain Nick’s Beam Reach RN 

CGC TKN   

X   Borador's Black Type For 

Fallbrook CGC 

Blacks & Chocolates                       

born January 18                                                      

Contact Christine or Paul 

Nickerson @ 440-238-9378 or 

Christine@CaptainNicksLabs.com     

Website: CaptainNicksLabs.com        

Live web Cam: https://

video.nest.com/live/DakOU2oM7x  

 

 

CH Bruno Banani Bella Mare 

x Shannon’s Raspberry Sorbet 

Black and yellow puppies                

born 1-9-19 

Contact Jennifer Stotts  

shannonlabradors@yahoo.com or 

740-828-2657 

 



General COLRC Information 

 
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the 

Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the 

betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative 

communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy. 

 

The articles and information contained in this publication have been 

deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not 

necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC 

members.  Reader input is actively solicited. 

 

Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to 

newsletter@colrc.com .  Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year.  Closing for each issue is 

the 20th day of the month prior to publication. 

 

Dues are $25 annually for a single membership and $40 for a joint membership.  Business cards will be 

placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members. 

 

Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required 

to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of 

the year.  

 

Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise noted. 

 

OFFICERS 

President…………….. Sally Bell        (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Vice President……..…Lori Bentine          (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Treasurer……………..Linda Bednarski    (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Secretary……………..Brian Tipton           (Term expires Dec 2019) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Membership………....Chris Bell  

Newsletter……….…..Christine Nickerson 

Puppy Match…….…..Linda Bednarski 

Show Chair…………..Cora Fleming 

Eye Clinic…………….Jennifer Stotts  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Cindy Gerhan         (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Christine Kofron      (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Jennifer Stotts  (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Jan Eichenser         (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Sue Frazier            (Term expires Dec 2020) 
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