
Meeting Date:  April 3, 2019 
Time:  6:30 p.m. 
 

Location:  at the home of Jan 
Eichensehr 

Rigatoni and Salad provided 
BYOB 
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September 4 
October  2  

November 6 
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OHIO UPDATE: Department of 
Agriculture Announces 
Suspension of Enforcement on 
Broad “Pet Store” Interpretation 

By AKC Government Relations 

March 7, 2019 

Today the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) 
announced that they will suspend enforcement of 
a recent regulatory interpretation that would have 
required home-based dog breeders to obtain 
licensing as a pet store. 

ODA has stated they will work with the Ohio 
General Assembly on a resolution. 

The American Kennel Club worked with a number 
of policymakers regarding this issue. For more 
information about AKC’s concerns, see a letter to 
ODA expressing AKC concerns 
with ODA’s interpretation of the definition of “pet 
store” and its impact on home-based breeders. 

AKC thanks the ODA for suspending enforcement 
on this issue and will continue to work with 
legislators for a permanent legislative solution. We 
will continue to provide more information in the 
coming weeks. For questions, contact AKC 
Government Relations at doglaw@akc.org. 

 

https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ohio-update-
department-agriculture-announces-suspension-
enforcement-broad-pet-store-interpretation/  

 

 



Vitamin D Toxicity in Dogs 
 
Vitamin D is an essential nutrient that helps dogs regulate the balance and retention of 
calcium and phosphorus. However, extremely high levels of vitamin D can cause serious 
health problems. Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin, so unlike water-soluble vitamins, when 
a dog – or other animal - gets too much, the excess is not rapidly excreted in his or her 
urine. Instead, it’s stored in fat tissue and the liver. Excessive vitamin D can lead to kidney 
failure and even death.  
 
Causes 
Dogs that eat pet food containing too much vitamin D can develop vitamin D toxicity. It 
can also occur if a dog accidentally gets into vitamin D supplements that a person in the 
household is taking. Another common way that dogs get vitamin D toxicity is after 
accidentally eating certain chemicals meant to kill rodents like rats and mice, called 
cholecalciferol rodenticides. Cholecalciferol is the chemical name for vitamin D3. 
 
Signs of Illness 
Dogs with excess vitamin D may vomit, have little appetite, drink and urinate more, drool 
excessively, and/or lose weight. Depending on the concentration of the vitamin D in the 
food, diet-related toxicity tends to develop more gradually over time. Cases of vitamin D 
rodenticide or supplement poisoning are rapid onset – showing signs of illness in a matter 
of hours or days. 
 
If you suspect your dog is showing signs of vitamin D toxicity, take him or her to a 
veterinarian immediately. 
 
Diagnosis 
Only a veterinarian can diagnose vitamin D toxicity. He or she will evaluate your dog’s 
signs, ask about what food the dog is eating and what the dog might have gotten into, and 
might take a blood sample to measure levels of calcium, phosphorus, and vitamin D or 
obtain urine to assess kidney function. Depending on the results of a veterinarian’s 
examination, he or she will determine the best course of action. 
 
Treatment 
Treatment will depend on a veterinarian’s assessment of each case, but the aim will be to 
remove the source of vitamin D to prevent additional exposure (e.g., stop the feeding of 
recalled dog food) and to flush the body of the excess vitamin D. In less acute cases of 
vitamin D toxicity that are caught early, the veterinarian may determine that a change of 
diet may help resolve the issue within weeks to months, or he or she may choose to 
prescribe medication. A veterinarian may also continue to monitor blood calcium and 
phosphorus levels until they return to a healthy baseline. 
 
For Dog Owners 
If your dog is showing signs of vitamin D toxicity such as vomiting, loss of appetite, 
increased thirst and urination, excessive drooling and/or weight loss, contact a 
veterinarian immediately. Provide a full diet history to your veterinarian, including what 
food you (or other household members) give him and also other food or items he might 
have gotten into. You may find it helpful to take a picture of the pet food label, including 
the lot number. If your veterinarian suspects the food is the source of excess vitamin D, 
having the lot code helps the FDA identify exactly when the contamination occurred and 
what other products might also be affected. This can help prevent other dogs from getting 
sick. Don’t feed the products to your pets or any other animals 
 
Dog owners can report suspected illness to the FDA electronically through the Safety 
Reporting Portal or by calling your state’s FDA Consumer Complaint Coordinators. It’s  
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most helpful if you work with your veterinarian to submit a dog’s medical records as part 

of the report. For an explanation of the information and level of detail that would be help-

ful to include in a complaint to the FDA, please see How to Report a Pet Food Com-

plaint.  

It’s also helpful if you save the food in its original package, in case it’s needed for testing. 

If testing is not needed, contact the company listed on the package for further instruc-

tions or throw the products away in a way that children, pets and wildlife cannot access 

them.  

For Veterinarians 

The FDA encourages veterinarians treating vitamin D toxicity related to diet to ask clients 

for a detailed diet history. We also remind clinicians that vitamin D toxicity may present 

as hypercalcemia, hyperphosphatemia, and/or renal failure. If you suspect that the pet 

food is the source of the excess vitamin D, we welcome case reports, especially those 

confirmed through diagnostics. We ask that you not tell the pet owner to discard the left-

over food, but instead to retain it in a safe place and not feed it to their pet or any other 

animal. 

Reports to the FDA can be submitted through the Safety Reporting Portal or by calling 

your local FDA Consumer Complaint Coordinators. For submissions through the Safety 

Reporting Portal, when asked “Who are you?” please select, “A private citizen/business 

submitting a voluntary report,” on the selection screen in order to guide you through a 

veterinary submission. For an explanation of the information and level of detail that 

would be helpful to include in a complaint to the FDA, see How to Report a Pet Food 

Complaint. 

For a list of Dog Food Products Recalled for Excessive Vitamin D go to https://

www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/ResourcesforYou/AnimalHealthLiteracy/

ucm631370.htm#recalls 

Reprinted from  the U.S. Food and Drug Administration: https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/

ResourcesforYou/AnimalHealthLiteracy/ucm631370.htm 

https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/ResourcesforYou/AnimalHealthLiteracy/ucm631370.htm#recalls
https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/ResourcesforYou/AnimalHealthLiteracy/ucm631370.htm#recalls
https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/ResourcesforYou/AnimalHealthLiteracy/ucm631370.htm#recalls


COLRC All-Breed 

Eye, Heart & DDC Veterinary Genetics Clinic                                   

Sunday, May 5, 2019 

Don Mann DVM Veterinary Clinic 

5110 Cheshire Road (at the intersection of Cheshire and Africa Roads 

Galena, OH  43021 

For directions, go to their website at https://mannvetclinic.com/ , go to the menu, then “Contact Us” page.  You can put in your 
address and get directions to the clinic.   

For the safety of dogs and people, dogs are to stay in owner’s vehicle until exam 
please. 

****For questions, directions or cancellations DAY OF CLINIC ONLY, call Jennifer 
Stotts at  740-819-1607 or the clinic at 740-548-6669.                                                                          

If you are not coming, be considerate of others and let us know!!!**** 

Eye Exam Clinic 

Anne Gemensky Metzler, DVM, MS, Diplomate ACVO  

NOTE:  Scheduling by appointment only:  8:00-4:00;  OFA forms will be provided which are accepted by CERF and OFA 

Exam cost:  $40 per dog/$7 additional charge for breeds that must be examined before and after dilation 

 (Australian Shepherd,  Basenji, Mastiff, Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Dalmation) 

There is a discount for litters – call or email for info on pricing. 

Contact:  Jennifer Stotts – shannonlabradors@yahoo.com or 740-828-2657 

______________________________________________ 

HEART Clinic 

Karsten Schober, DVM, PhD, Diplomate ACVIM (Cardiology)  

Note:  Scheduling by appointment only:  9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

Auscultation Exam cost:  $40 

The doctor will bring OFA forms for owners to submit if desired. 

PLEASE NOTE:  OFA WILL NOT REGISTER HEART FORMS FOR DOGS UNDER 1 YEAR OF AGE 

CONTACT:  Jennifer Stotts – shannonlabradors@yahoo.com  or 740-828-2657     

_________________________________________________ 

DDC Veterinary Genetics discounted testing 

The first test on a dog will be discounted to $45 ($13 off) and each additional test on the SAME dog will be $20 each.  Please 
visit www.vetdnacenter.com to see what tests are available for your breed.  Testing can be done with cheek swabs provided at our 
clinic.  Owners will be required to swab their own dogs with assistance.  Ordering must be done at the clinic in order to qualify 
for the discount. Forms will be available at the clinic. 

CONTACT:  Jennifer Stotts – shannonlabradors@yahoo.com  or 740-828-2657 to schedule so we have an approximate number. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE:  COLRC can accept credit cards with a 3% fee. 

       This health clinic is sponsored by The Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club (www.colrc.com) 

https://mannvetclinic.com/
mailto:Labrador@clover.net
http://www.vetdnacenter.com/




General COLRC Information 

 
The UNLEASHED! is a publication by and for the members of the 

Central Ohio Labrador Retriever Club and others interested in the 

betterment of the sport and advancement of cooperative 

communication within the Labrador community and the dog fancy. 

 

The articles and information contained in this publication have been 

deemed by the editor to be of interest to our readers but do not 

necessarily reflect the beliefs or the opinions of the editor or COLRC 

members.  Reader input is actively solicited. 

 

Please address or email all articles, announcements, comments and suggestions to 

newsletter@colrc.com .  Unleashed is published ten to twelve times per year.  Closing for each issue is 

the 20th day of the month prior to publication. 

 

Dues are $25 annually for a single membership and $40 for a joint membership.  Business cards will be 

placed on the COLRC website for the year at a cost of $50 for members and non-members. 

 

Club members who wish to utilize the Litter Listing Column of the newsletter and website will be required 

to pay $50 per litter listing unless they have worked at two of our three club events during the course of 

the year.  

 

Meetings General meetings shall take place the first Wednesday of every month unless otherwise noted. 

 

OFFICERS 

President…………….. Sally Bell        (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Vice President……..…Lori Bentine          (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Treasurer……………..Linda Bednarski    (Term expires Dec 2019) 

Secretary……………..Brian Tipton           (Term expires Dec 2019) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Membership………....Chris Bell  

Newsletter……….…..Christine Nickerson 

Puppy Match…….…..Linda Bednarski 

Show Chair…………..Cora Fleming 

Eye Clinic…………….Jennifer Stotts  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Cindy Gerhan         (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Christine Kofron      (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Jennifer Stotts  (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Jan Eichenser         (Term expires Dec 2020) 

Sue Frazier            (Term expires Dec 2020) 

 

mailto:newsletter@colrc.com
mailto:newsletter@colrc.com

